
WORLD COMMUNION DAY

October 4
8:30 & 11:00 AM
Facebook Live & Sanctuary
                  

On October 4, we will join United Methodists 
across the globe for World Communion Day 
and you have a seat at God’s table no matter 

where you worship! If you’re at home, just gather your makeshift materials ahead of time. In the 
sanctuary, we’ll keep the communion line socially distanced and servers will be masked and gloved. 

World Communion Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people and model diversity. A 
special offering will be collected to do just that. These gifts support a diverse mix of young, ethnic 
adults across the globe in the form of scholarships and training programs. Learn more about how 
you can contribute at wamegoumc.org/giving. Just be sure to indicate what the gift is for.

UNLIKELY JUDGES
OF ISRAEL’S OLD WEST

October 4 - October 25
8:30 & 11:00 AM
Facebook Live & Sanctuary

                  
Saddle up for a new sermon 
series, partner! This month, 
Pastor Mitch will guide us through the rough 
and tumble of Israel's Old West, sharing 
stories of four unlikely leaders of the time.

October 4 — Deborah (Judges 4:4-10)
October 11 — Gideon (Judges 6:11-17)
October 18 — Jephthah (Judges 11:1-3)
October 25 — Samson (Judges 15:1-8)
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Mitch’s Musings
Pastor Mitch Todd

Hi.  As you may have heard, I like to write. Most weeks I write a sermon, a devotion and a whole 
bunch of emails. I’m going to try add a monthly newsletter article to that list. This is a place where 
I hope to talk about where we’re headed, our Big Picture and important stuff coming up. 

This month, I was thinking about how our church will look back on 2020. Will it be the year we 
teetered on the brink of disaster? The year we lost a lot of momentum? Will we refer to 2020 as 
“The Lost Year?” Honestly, we may think all of those things as we look back. There’s no getting 
around the hurdles we’ve had to face so far…and who knows what next week may bring!

But I’m of a mind that all is NOT lost, this year.  This year at Wamego UMC we have found some 
pretty great things, too. Here’s a partial list:

• We found ourselves worshipping exclusively online. No, it was definitely not the same but we 
found that we could made it work! Our online attendance wasn’t too bad either.

• We found ourselves welcoming new staff. Okay, this one hasn’t really happened yet (aside from 
me) but in the next month we’ll have three new staff members hired. That means we’ll have 
found new ideas, new energy and even more passionate work for our church.

• We found ourselves able to connect in person with older members, with 3rd grade Bible 
recipients, with high school and middle school youth and with several new small groups.

• We found ourselves supporting our staff, building and ministries with consistent online and mail-
in giving. The financial support of the members of this church has not wavered!

• We found ourselves thinking outside the box and the building, with outdoor worship, backpack 
blessing, blessing of the animals and a special outdoor version of Bible Club.

• We found ourselves to be adaptable, caring, nurturing and above all, unwilling to give up our call 
to Make Disciples for The Transformation Of The World.

For all that may have seemed lost, we’ve found a lot. We are not going to slow down and we are 
not going to skip a beat. We have lots to do and in the months ahead, we’ll have found ourselves 
able to do a lot more. The more we declare it, the more it becomes true: We are the Body of 
Christ and ALL IS NOT LOST!

Pastor Mitch
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FALL PARTY

Saturday, October 10                 
4:00 - 7:00 PM                                 
The Theel’s House

We're hosting a fall party for our 
middle school youth on Saturday, 
October 10! We'll get cozy while 
staying socially distant with a hotdog 
roast, s'mores and outdoor games.

You can join us at the Theel's house (contact our office for directions) at 4:00 PM. Feel free to 
bring your friends! Just RSVP by October 7 so we can plan for enough food.

DINNER AND A MOVIE

Sunday, October 4                      
5:00 - 8:00 PM                                  
The Hawkins’ House

One of our favorite youth events has 
returned for the fall semester! All high 
schoolers are welcome to join us on 
Sunday, October 4 for Dinner and a Movie. 

To keep things COVID-friendly and fun for fall, we'll gather on the patio at Hawkins' house (4014 
Coachman Rd, Manhattan, KS) so dress accordingly. Feel free to bring friends too! Just RSVP by 
October 2 so we order enough pizza. 

Dinner and a Movie at Wamego UMC looks a little different. Here's what to expect:

The film will be a secret until showtime, keeping the focus on "What might God say through this” 
rather than “I do/don’t want to see that.” This format has led to some of our very best spiritual 
discussions and gives viewers the tools to see and hear God in storytelling and in life.
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LIFT

Monday, October 5 & 19
6:30 - 7:30 PM                                   
Multipurpose Room

LIFT (Ladies in Faith Together) is a Bible study 
for young moms looking to make lasting 
bonds and grow in their faith! This semester, 
the ladies are studying "Get Out Of Your Head," written by Jennie Allen. Our leader, Ann Myers, 
will help lift us up as we work on stopping the spiral of toxic thoughts. 

The ladies meet on the first and third Monday of the month at 6:30 PM. You can join us in the 
Multipurpose Room, a space great for social distancing. Masks are strongly encouraged. At this 
time, childcare will not be available.

THRIFT SHOP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

October 2020 - 2021       
Morning & Afternoon Shifts Available                                    
The Thrift Shop

Looking for a way to give back to our community? 
The Thrift Shop, a ministry of our United Methodist 
Women, is very short on volunteers. Through their 
work at the Thrift Shop, the UMW are able to 

support many missions, locally and abroad, and you can help! 

Shifts are available for both markers and clerks now through 2021. Clerks can work 10:00 AM - 
1:00 PM or 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Markers can work from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM with a lunch break. 
Many precautions are being taken to help keep our volunteers and customers healthy. Masks are 
required, social distancing is implemented and hand sanitizer is available. 

If you’re interested in helping, please contact Thrift Shop Manager, Linda Jolly, at 785-456-3534 or 
ljolly1950@gmail.com.
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WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB

October 14                   
12:00 - 1:30 PM                                    
Multipurpose Room

Share your love of books with 
women from all walks of life in our 
recently launched book club! In 
October, we will read The Orphan 
Collector by Ellen Marie Wiseman.

This group meets on the second Wednesday of each month, noon to 1:30 PM. You can join us in 
the Multipurpose Room. There’s plenty of room to social distance, though masks are encouraged. 
Joan Manor will initially lead the discussion, with questions distributed in advance.

Members are responsible for acquiring their own books. You can access a complete reading list for 
the year which includes current fiction and nonfiction of varied genres, including biography, 
memoir and historical fiction at wamegoumc.org/bookclub.

FAITHFULLY FIT

Monday, October 5, 12, 19 & 26              
3:00 - 3:45 PM                                          
Room 114

Searching for a group to help keep you 
accountable? Faithfully Fit makes moving 
your body fun! 

We meet every Monday from 3:00 to 3:45 PM to enjoy good conversation and light exercise led 
by Pat Henley. You can join us in room 114. The north entrance will be unlocked. There should be 
plenty of room to social distance however we encourage you to bring your mask.
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BIBLE CLUB

Wednesday, October 7 & 14   
5:30 - 7:15 PM      
Parking Lot

It’s hard to believe but Bible Club is already 
winding down for the fall semester! Our last 
regular club meeting will be Wednesday, 

October 7. We will celebrate the end of the semester with a party on October 14.  That said, if 
you haven’t joined us yet, it’s not too late! We've made many adjustments to create a safe 
environment so before attending, please be sure to review those changes and preregister at 
wamegoumc.org/bibleclub. 

PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY

Sunday, October 11
8:30 & 11:00 AM     
Facebook Live & Sanctuary

Pastor Appreciation Day is nearing and we 
need your help acknowledging our clergy. 
Pastor Mitch landed at 600 Lincoln at an 
interesting time, to say the least, and this is the perfect time to thank him for his leadership and 
care. As a man with a special connection with the written word, we feel a heartfelt card would be 
a meaningful gesture. 

We would also like to include Pastor Fritz who generously devoted months of his time caring for 
our congregation during the pastoral transition as well as Pastor Jan who has proven to be an 
invaluable addition to team Todd. 

If you'd like to participate, please get your cards to us by Thursday, October 8 so we can present 
them on Pastor Appreciation Day (Sunday, October 11). We will have labeled baskets out for 
each pastor in the gathering area. You can also drop them off in our prayer mailbox, located in the 
prayer garden at the front of the church.
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FIERCE (WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY)

Wednesday, October 7, 14, 21, 28                  
9:30 - 11:00 AM                                     
Multipurpose Room

FIERCE is a Bible study for women who want 
to explore scripture from a woman's 
perspective. Our fierce leader, Joan Manor, 
fosters a tight-knit group, hungry for knowledge. 

This fall we’re tackling "Bad Girls of the Bible.” Stories of Eve, Jezebel, Delilah and more point to a  
God who majors in mercy. It's honest, gutsy and grace-filled. 

This group meets on Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:00 AM. We’ll gather in the Multipurpose Room, a 
space great for social distancing though masks are encouraged. 

UMW PROGRAM

Tuesday, October 27                      
6:45 - 8:00 PM                                     
Fellowship Hall

This month the United Methodist Women 
invite you to come learn more about the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief and 
Emergency Response Teams. 

Dave Mize will lead the presentation, sharing information on the organizations and his personal 
experience contributing to disaster relief with the United Methodist Church.

Men and women alike are welcome to attend our monthly UMW Programs. This month, we will 
meet on Tuesday, October 27 at 6:45 PM. We will gather in Fellowship Hall, a space great for 
social distancing though masks are encouraged.
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In Our Rearview Mirror
Church Historian, Teresa Weixelman

It was late in the 19th century…

Sometimes we need to grow. 
Sometimes we are afraid to grow. 
Sometimes we are afraid of change as we 
grow. The day arrives when turning the page in 
our “Book of Life” is the right thing to do.

It was the beginning of the 20th century…

There is so much more in the chapters that 
follow. Change – worship in a stone church.

It was the beginning of the 21st century…

Change – worship in a mid-century Fellowship 
Hall while the sanctuary is remodeled.
Change – worship in a remodeled sanctuary 
and fellowship in a new education wing.

It is 2020.

Change – online worship while in-person 
sanctuary worship is put on hold for a world-
wide pandemic. Parking-lot communion. Drive-
by celebrations. This too will pass but much 
growth and change will become a new normal. 

Praise God for his constant presence!
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