
The Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church was established in 
1820 and was one of the first to focus on mission both inside and outside of the 
U.S. The General Board of Global Ministries was created in 1972. This board 
facilitates the global connection between church, missionary and the world to 
carry out God’s mission in places like Korea. The first Protestant missionary and 
first Protestant church were both established in Korea in 1884. As of 2014, 30% of 
South Korea was Christian. South Korea currently supplies the world’s second 
largest number of Christian missionaries, surpassed only by the United States. 

Hats off to Dean and Marjorie 
Schowengerdt from our congregation for 
40 years of important contributions to 
missionary work in South Korea. Dean and 
Marjorie were assigned to the Union 
Christian Service Center in Taejon, Korea 
by the Board of Missions of the Methodist 
Church in 1950. The Korean Conflict 
broke out that year and delayed their 
departure. They finished their studies at 
KSU, entered Korean language studies at 
the University of California at Berkley 

and entered Yale University School of Far East Language before their departure 
to Korea in October 1952. 

The Union Christian Service Center supported a well-baby clinic, a rehabilitation 
center, a tuberculosis rest camp and a home for beggar boys. Dean’s first 
assignment was to work with amputees. Marjorie became involved with the Baby 
Fold which provided care for abandoned infants. Dean wrote, “Underlying all of 
the Center’s work, of course, is the desire to show Koreans that Christianity has 
a deep concern for human 
welfare”. 

In 1993, Dean and Marjorie were 
awarded the prestigious KSU 
Alumni Medallion Award. 
Nominees are selected for 
humanitarian service to society, 
significant contributions to 
community, state, or nation and 
outstanding work in their field. 
We are proud and honored to 
have them as a part of our church family. Wish them a happy 70th wedding 
anniversary in August! 

Note: Pearls & Rubies, National Magazine of FarmHouse Fraternity, Spring, 1965 contains the article 
“The Way a Strange Wind Blows” which tells the story of the Schowengerdts mission in Korea from 
1952-1965. The article can be found at umcwamego.org/history. 
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