
ADVENT SERMON SERIES

December 2020                  
8:30 & 11:00 AM                                  
Sanctuary & Online

This year, Pastor Mitch will 
help us prepare our hearts 
and minds for Christmas with 
a new sermon series — What to 
Expect When We’re Expecting. 

After all, Advent is a lot like 
pregnancy — a time of preparing! So 
break out your stretchy pants and 
join us each Sunday this month for 
messages on prenatal care, cravings, 
baby showers and more.
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CHRISTMAS FOOD DRIVE COMPETITION

Each year the Council of Churches Christmas Bureau spreads holiday cheer to hundreds of 
families in our community in the form of food, hygiene items and gifts! With the many challenges 
2020 has presented, we need your help to make this possible. 

We figured a little friendly competition would keep things fun and festive, so we're inviting 8:30 
AM attendees, 11:00 AM attendees, online worshippers and our kids to battle it out! You can wipe 
out your competition with the donation of canned food items.

The collection will begin Sunday, November 29 and conclude on Sunday, December 6. After 
December 6, we'll count up the cans and announce our merry medalists! Here's how you can 
participate, no matter where you worship:

1. Drop your cans off just inside our main entrance. (Separate boxes are marked for each team.)
2. Make a monetary donation — $1 = 1 can. (You can do so online at wameogumc.org/giving.)
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http://wameogumc.org/giving


WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB

Wednesday, December 9            
12:00 - 1:30 PM                                    
Multipurpose Room

Share your love of books with women from all walks of life 
in our book club! In December, we will read “When Breath 
Becomes Air” by Paul Kalanithi. This memoir, written by a 
young neurosurgeon faced with a terminal cancer, attempts 
to answer the question 'What makes a life worth living?’.

This group meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month, noon to 1:30 PM. You can join us in the 
Multipurpose Room. As we meet over the lunch our, you 
are welcome to bring a lunch. Members are responsible for 
acquiring their own books. Joan Manor will initially lead the 
discussion, with questions distributed in advance. 

Access our complete reading list for 2020-2021 at wamegoumc.org/bookclub.

FAITHFULLY FIT

Monday, December 7,14,21,28              
3:00 - 3:45 PM                                          
Room 114

Searching for a group to help keep you 
accountable over the holidays? Faithfully 
Fit makes moving your body fun!  

We meet every Monday from 3:00 to 3:45 PM to enjoy good conversation and light exercise led 
by Pat Henley. You can join us in room 114. The north entrance will be unlocked.
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

Thursday, December 24                 
4:00, 5:30 & 7:00 PM                              
Sanctuary & Online

Christmas Eve is upon us! No matter 
where you are, we want you to 
experience the magic with Wamego 
UMC this year. We will offer three 
services, in our sanctuary and on 
Facebook Live. To accommodate for 

this season’s challenges, we’re implementing a few new traditions.

During each service, a love offering will be collected for Community Care Ministries, an 
organization which caters to the physical, emotional, spiritual and social well-being of those in 
need in our community. Offering boxes will be available throughout the sanctuary or you can give 
online using our secure platform, Vanco. Learn more: wamegoumc.org/giving. 

For those worshipping in the sanctuary, we ask that you follow just five simple guidelines:
1. Masks required to enter church, exit church and during worship.
2. Social distancing of six feet is strongly encouraged.
3. Hand sanitizer before and after worship is suggested.
4. No singing by congregants during the service.
5. Please exit the building before visiting with your church family.

Online attendees are invited to drive through our covered awning (in the back alley) on 
December 24, 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM, to pick up a packet filled with worship materials. 
Packets can also be picked up in our office December 21-23. Included will be bulletins, 
candles for singing Silent Night and communion. We also have a small gift for kids and youth. 

Whether you plan to attend in the sanctuary or online, please fill out this short Google form 
by Sunday, December 15. In addition to helping us prepare enough packets for our online 
attendees, this general headcount will help us plan a socially distanced service in the 
sanctuary. If needed, we will add an another worship service.

https://forms.gle/AexX1LTnXXfY9pyJ6
http://wamegoumc.org/giving


COVID SUB-COMMITTEE

The evolving state of the pandemic hasn't 
gone unnoticed by our leadership. Thus, a 
COVID Sub-Committee was formed last 
month. Committee members are Teresa 
Weixelman, Dorothy McNinch, Duane 
Davis, Dave Mize and Kathy Douglas.

At their first meeting, the team clarified a few recommendations for small groups and classes: 
1. Capacity will be limited to 20 in the Multipurpose Room and Fellowship Hall. 
2. Social distancing, hand sanitizing and masks are required. 
3. Masks can be removed to eat while seated but social distancing is to be maintained.

Please know that guidelines may change as the COVID situation changes. Updates from the 
committee will be emailed out to the congregation every Monday. If you would like added to our 
email list, please contact our office.

HOW WE PRAY

Last month, we transitioned to a new system for prayer requests! Each Sunday, Pastor Mitch will lift 
up any requests that are especially important to share (i.e., surgery, death, birth, etc.). If you would 
also like to receive an email with joys and concerns, you have two options: 

1. Daily Digest. Each weekday afternoon we will send a brief email, listing new joys and concerns 
and updated joys and concerns the office has received. Because our long term lists have become 
confusing and unwieldy, we’ll only list names for which we have updates.   

2. Weekly Digest. Each Friday, we will send out a compiled listing of all the new or updated prayer 
requests the office has received that week.  Keeping a prayer folder of weekly digests will help you 
track long term joys and concerns, including those that have not been updated.
 
If you’d like to sign up, please email our Church Administrator, Trish Oviatt, at 
trish@wamegoumc.org. Have a joy or concern to share? Use the same contact information. We 
hope this will enhance our prayer life as a congregation and yours individually. 
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KID KONNECTION

Our Co-Directors of Children Ministries, 
Laci Adams and Laura Sylvester, have been 
busy exploring ways to continue 
connecting with our kids during this time. 
We've landed on an exclusive Facebook 
group for Wamego UMC kids and their 
families — Kid Konnection!

Families with kids ages three through 5th grade are welcome to join the fun at facebook.com/
groups/kidkonnection! We want you to feel safe sharing photos and asking questions so this is a 
private group. Members and posts will be monitored by Laci and Laura. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TO GO

Children’s Sunday school got a 2020 makeover — it’s 
Sunday school to go! Each Sunday school packet 
includes a short lesson, memory verse, an activity and a 
mission in motion idea. 

A new packet can be picked up each week, Thursday 
through Friday during office hours (9:00 AM - 12:00 
PM, 1:00 - 3:00 PM) or on Sundays. They are located on 
the Kid Kart, just inside our main entrance.

This month, we are doing an Advent Study! Each week, 
we will take a closer look at the meaning of each 
candle on the Advent Wreath while we prepare our 
hearts and minds to fully celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

Our last packet for the month will be available Thursday, December 17 through Wednesday, 
December 23. Our Children Ministries Co-Directors will wrap up the year by planning ahead for 
2021. The next packet will then be available on Thursday,  January 7, 2021!   
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http://facebook.com/groups/kidkonnection
http://facebook.com/groups/kidkonnection


PURCHASE A POINSETTIA

Looking for a way to honor a loved one 
this season? We invite you to purchase a 
poinsettia! These flowers will bring some 
Christmas spirit to our building 
throughout the season. 

After December 24, you are welcome to 
take one home. Much like Christmas spirit, 
with a bit of special care, these plants can be kept alive year round! 

If you’d like to purchase a poinsettia, forms are available at the church office. You can access a 
short online form here. A recommended donation of $10.00 can be brought to the office, left in 
an offering box, or placed in our prayer mailbox, located in the prayer garden. You can also make 
an online donation at wamegoumc.org/giving.

STAFF LOVE OFFERING

The Staff Pastor Parish Relations 
committee has a long-standing Christmas 
tradition of collecting a love offering that 
is shared among our paid staff and pastor. 
A “love offering” is an offering given from 
the heart to show appreciation.

If you would like to show your 
appreciation to our staff with a love offering, boxes will be available at the entrance on Sunday, 
December 6, 12 and 20. Offerings can also be mailed or dropped off at the church office or in 
the prayer mailbox, located in our prayer garden. 

To help out our Finance Team, please put your offering in an envelope marked “Love Offering”. 
Checks need to be made out to the United Methodist Women. Offerings should be received by 
December 21. Thank you for sharing in this Christmas tradition!
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https://forms.gle/t8EFSNC3rv97Bpk3A
http://wamegoumc.org/giving


LIFT

Monday, December 7
6:30 - 7:30 PM                                   
Multipurpose Room

LIFT (Ladies in Faith Together) is a Bible 
study for young moms looking to make 
lasting bonds and grow in their faith! This 
semester, the ladies are studying "Get Out 

Of Your Head," written by Jennie Allen. Group leader, Ann Myers, will help lift you up as we work 
on stopping the spiral of toxic thoughts.  

LIFT generally meets on the first and third Monday of the month at 6:30 PM in the Multipurpose 
Room. Due to the Christmas holiday, we will meet just once, on December 7 this month. When 
we resume on January 4, we will begin studying “Finding I Am” by Lysa TerKeurst. Together we’ll 
explore the seven I AM statements of Jesus found in the Gospel of John. 

FIERCE (WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY)

Wednesday, December, 2 & 9              
9:30 - 11:00 AM                                     
Multipurpose Room

FIERCE is a Bible study for women who want to explore 
scripture from a woman's perspective. Our fierce leader, 
Joan Manor, fosters a tight-knit group, hungry for knowledge. 
Our FIERCE ladies are currently studying “The Women of 
Christmas.”

This group generally meets every Wednesday, 9:30 to 11:00 
AM, in the Multipurpose Room. This month, we will take off 
the last three Wednesdays of the month for the holidays. In 
the new year, we will continue tackling "Bad Girls of the 
Bible” by Liz Curtis Higgs.
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JOY TO THE WORLD!
With love, from your leaders at Wamego UMC

May the wonder of Christmas fill you with His love, hope and peace, today and always. 

 — Worship Committee

In this season of Joy and Peace, we wish we could share more time with each of you. We look forward to 
the new year bringing us the ability to offer our hospitality to our church family. Merry Christmas. 

 — Hospitality Committee

Joy To The World! 

 — Staff Parish/Pastor Relations Committee

During this blessed Christmas season, the United Methodist Women would like to thank you for your 
continued support of the Thrift Shop. Your contributions have made it possible for our organization to 
continue supporting local missions such as the Christmas Bureau, Community Care Ministries and two 
local elementary schools as well as a global mission — United Methodist Committee on Relief. We wish 
you a Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year! 

 — United Methodist Women

May the Lord grant you and all your loved ones peace, joy and goodwill. 

 — Administrative Council

Our Hope is built on nothing less, then Jesus’ blood and righteousness! Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!

 — Family Life Committee

May God bless you and let this Christmas season bring comfort and joy to you and your family.

 — Membership Care Committee
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JOY TO THE WORLD!
With love, from your leaders at Wamego UMC

It’s the most wonderful time of the year as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. As we gaze upon all the 
Christmas lights, remember who the true light of Christmas is. Blessings to all for Merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year.

 — Finance Team

May the peace of the newborn Savior be yours throughout this Christmas season and throughout the 
New Year as well! 

 — Foundation Advisory Committee

Grace and peace to our church family. May the joys of the Christmas Season be with each of you! 

 — Missions Committee

Christmas, It’s the most wonderful time of the year. May the memories from Christmas past warm you 
today and give you hope for tomorrow. Merry Christmas 

 — Trustees and Education Committees

We will ring our Christmas blessings and for 2021 to be a better year!

 — Bell Choir

Our small vocal ensembles are singing a hopeful wish for everyone’s good health and safety until we 
can all be together again! 

 — Chancel Choir

Thanks to all our leaders and volunteers for blessing us with their time, talents, and treasures while 
navigating this unique year of 2020. There have been so many challenges both on a personal level and 
a congregational level. We are truly blessed. Merry Christmas and prayers for a joyful start for 2021.
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JANUARY SERMON SERIES

The Christmas Season has come to a close and this year, the Wise Men chose a new route home! 
Our January sermon series, “Keeping Your Faith on the Yellow Brick Road” will introduce a new 
road to travel in the new year. Our journey will be riddled with lessons from all your favorite 
characters of Oz — Scarecrow, Tin Man, The Cowardly Lion and Dorothy. 
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LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

Rather than one large leadership summit in 2021, we are inviting all committees to meet 
separately between January 10 - 17 — online or in person. Pastor Mitch and ADCO Chair, Kathy 
Douglas, will send out a few questions in advance for your group to ponder. After each meeting, 
committee chairs should report to our Church Administrator, Trish Oviatt. With this information, 
she will be able to share our collective plan for our year in ministry together. 

Committees meetings can be scheduled through Trish. In-person meetings will take place in 
Fellowship Hall and the Multipurpose Room to ensure social distancing. Masks will be required 
and attendance will be limited to 20. For online meetings, we invite you to use our pro Zoom 
account which allows for groups to meet longer than an hour. 

LOOKING AHEAD
TO A NEW YEAR


